GPC Annual Report, 2017-2018
The GPC is currently co-chaired by David Johnson (English) and Ulla Sypher (Communication).
The mission of the Graduate Policy Committee (GPC) is to help units around the university deliver the
best possible graduate education. To this end, the GPC conducts graduate-level program reviews as part
of the QER process; considers university-wide policy relating to graduate education; and reviews
applications for new and joint graduate degree programs.
The GPC met 9 times during Fall semester, and 10 times in Spring semester.
The GPC considered the following 7 policies and procedures during the 2017/2018 academic year:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Master’s degree credit requirements
o Reduced minimum requirement from 32 to 30 credits, implementation date Fall 2018
(new policy implemented)
o New requirement that a minimum of 30 credits must be graduate level/5000+ level,
implementation date Fall 2019 (new policy implemented)
Change in review process for Joint Degree Proposals (new procedure implemented)
Term limits for GPC membership (recommendation sent to Faculty Senate Steering Committee)
Manuscript clearance deadlines (no change)
Academic dismissal policy for part-time students (no change)
Discussion and prioritizing of other existing policies per feedback from units (ongoing, seeking
more information)

The GPC reviewed the following 11 units or programs as part of the QER during the 2017/2018
academic year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biomedical Sciences
Counseling and Human Systems
Educational Leadership and Policy/ Foundations of Education
Educational Psychology
Higher Education
Instructional Systems and Learning Technology
Measurement and Statistics
Medicine
School of Teacher Education
Secondary Sciences and Math Teaching
Sport Management

The GPC reviewed the following 8 other proposals during the 2017/2018 academic year:
•
•

Joint Degree Proposals:
o Juris Masters and M. S. in Financial Mathematics
Full proposals:
o M.A. in East Asian Language and Cultures
o M.S. in Law Enforcement Intelligence
o M.S. in System Engineering

•
•

Proposed ITA test from the Center of Intensive English Studies (not implemented/request for
more information)
GRE/GMAT Waiver Proposals:
o Finance; College of Business GMAT Waiver Policy
o Instructional Systems and Learning Technology
o School of Information

Approved by GPC on 1/22/18. Approved by Faculty Senate on 2/21/18.

From the Graduate Policy Committee (GPC)
Effective Fall 2018, course-type master’s program requirements are reduced from a minimum of
32 semester hours to a minimum of 30 semester hours.
Justification: Currently, at FSU, thesis-type master’s programs require a minimum of 30
semester hours, but course-type master’s programs require a minimum of 32 semester hours.
Other Florida universities who have a 30-hour minimum requirement for course-type master’s
programs: University of Florida (UF), University of South Florida (USF), University of Central
Florida (UCF), Florida International University (FIU).
o Graduate Bulletin and other pertinent document language is being adjusted.
o Note that departments/units are able to set their own minimum requirements
higher than this overall policy, but not lower

Types of Programs (Graduate Bulletin, p. 76)
There are two types of programs by which a student may secure a master’s degree: the thesis
type and the course type. It is optional with any department whether it requires all majors to
proceed under one or the other type, or whether it permits individual students to choose between
them. For specific information, consult the appropriate departmental section of this Graduate
Bulletin.
Thesis-Type Program. To qualify for a master’s degree under this program, the student must
complete a minimum of thirty semester hours of credit including thesis credit. At least eighteen of
these hours must be taken on a letter-grade basis (A, B, C). The minimum number of thesis hours
for completion of a master’s degree shall be six hours.
Course-Type Program. To qualify for a master’s degree under this program, the student must
complete a minimum of thirty semester hours of coursework. At least twenty-one of these hours
must be taken on a letter-grade basis (A, B, C).

Transfer Credit (Graduate Bulletin, p. 78)
Transfer of courses not counted toward a previous degree from another regionally accredited
graduate school (or comparable international institution) is limited to six semester hours and
transfer of courses not counted toward a previous degree within Florida State University is limited
to twelve semester hours, except when the departmental course requirement exceeds the thirtyhour University-wide minimum requirement. In the latter case, additional transfer credit may be
allowed to the extent of the additional required hours. In all cases, the majority of credit must be
earned through Florida State University or its official consortial institutions. All transfer credit
must: 1) be recommended by the major department; 2) be evaluated as graduate work by the
Records Audit and Analysis in the Office of the University Registrar at Florida State University;
and 3) have been completed with grades of 3.0 (“B”) or better.
Grades earned at another institution cannot be used to improve a grade point average or
eliminate a quality point deficiency at Florida State University.
The University does not accept experiential learning or award credit for experiential learning.
Transfer credit based on experiential learning from another institution will not be accepted.

Master’s Degree Requirements (Graduate Bulletin, p. 101)
Master’s degree students must complete their program of study within seven calendar years from
the time of initial registration; master’s students do not, however, have to meet a specific
residency requirement. A thesis-type master’s program requires a minimum of thirty semester
hours, six of which must be thesis credits. A course-type master’s program requires a minimum
of thirty semester hours. A student who enrolls in thesis hours need not be enrolled continuously
thereafter in thesis hours if they meet the minimum University requirement for full-time or parttime enrollment through other coursework. The minimum number of thesis hours required for the
master’s degree is six. Students who have left the campus must register for at least two semester
hours of thesis credit per term as long as they are receiving faculty supervision. Master’s students
should consult regularly with their supervising professor about progress toward the degree.

